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LOOK!, Al's 2 cycle opposed

March 15, 2003 M eeting
BAEM
Bob Kradjian, secretary

Sad News. Our friend and club member, Mi-
guel de Rancougne passed away from throat
cancer in Paris, France. He had planned to at-
tend the collecto in Fresno on 22 March, but on
the 19th e-mailed me that he was forced to
change his plans on his doctor's advice.

Miguel was a managing director of alarge plate

glass manufacturer, but his passion was collect-
ing high quality miniature engines. Hewas a
man of high character, awarm friend, and pos-
sessed of great integrity. He will be missed by
his many friends in the miniature engine frater-
nity all over the world.

President Ken Hurst called the meeting to order
at 10:10 am.

There were three visitors, two of whom became
members! They are Earl Mathiesen, afriend of
Corey Renner; and Lenard Higgins afriend and
neighbor of Ken Hurst. Other new members are
Bob Ruiz from Newark, CA and John Vietti
from Thermopolis, WY . A warm welcome to all
of these gentlemen! Total membership is now
97.

Visiting was Frank Holyoake from Hayward, a

friend of Hugh Walker.
Treasurer’sreport:

Lew Throop reports that we have $1312.00 in
the bank. He also reported on the insurance
situation, which has stabilized since the meeting.
A letter sent from EDGE& TA on March 28 tells
of a new carrier with a reimbursement due to
our club of $1.70 per member. Insurance will
be requested for every monthly meeting as well
as all engine shows.

First Pops:

Matt Keve-
ney fired up
his new
steam en-
gine. This
isasingle
cylinder os-
cillator
called the
Minikin. It
was pub-
lishedin
the Steam and Sterling book, and has a half-inch
bore and stroke.

In Southern California, prolific builder Bob
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Haagensen finished another ambitious project, a
Bentley BR 2. Bob isn't afraid to tackle any
project, and they all are great runners.

Closer to home, Ken Hurst ran his latest, and
most complicated, project. A Roots-blower
equipped, overhead valve V-8. The Prez says
that it nearly jumps off the bench when he hits
thethrottle. Heisusing Mike Neal’ slatest Hall-
effect type ignition system for a hot spark.

Bits and Pieces:

George Gravatt
brought the Silver
Bullet that he
teased us with
last meeting.
Thistimeit ran
flawlessly. It also
uses Neal’s Hall-
effect system and
ball bearings for

the crankshaft.

Ken Kelso built a
“Topsy Turvy” from
aMachinist's Work-
shop magazine arti-
cle. He saysthe en-
gine may require a
larger, or even a sec-
ond flywhed!.

Gordon French showed a Triplex Headlamp
with three LED’ sthat helikes. Itisavailable
from Held’ s Discount Knifes for $24.10 plus
shipping. To the Bay Area, thistotals $29.95.

I’ ve ordered one and
will give areport.
Gordon likes his.
The lower price that
he mentioned at the
meeting was an in-
troductory price.
The phone number
is 1-800-818-7862.

Corey Renner
showed us his
progress on a
Bob Shore's
“Silver Eagle.”
Some of you
may not know
that Corey is
not only atalented machinist---he is an experi-
enced pilot.

Mike Rehmus suggests that we raffle off our
Club camera. Itisal.1 mega pixel Olympus
that isin great shape.

Ken Hurst tells us that his V-8 ignition system
works off the crankshaft, has 4 magnets that
trigger a Hall-effect driver. It also has a built-in
timing device and operates on any voltage from
3.6t012.

| hope to have diagrams and reports on the in-
triguing, new Volkswagen “W-12" engine for
the next “Crank Calls.” Just asa“teaser,” think
of two capital letter “V’'s’ together. That is
what makes the name: “W”. Think also of two
V-4 engines lined up end to end, the rear oneis
rotated 15 degrees and magically “ smooshed”
together with the cylinders almost touching.
The cylinders that result are both offset and
staggered. Fascinating stuff; the VVolkswagen
people have also designed aV-12 and even a
specia order V-16 for an upcoming Bugatti.

Remember, bring engines to show or run to the
April meeting. Also, if you have a project that
isin development---bring it along. It hasbeen a
source of great enjoyment to see various engines
or other projects “growing” from meeting to
meeting.

Seeyou in April.

Photos by Bill Nickels
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TECH TOPICS

BY PAT O’'CONNOR

April's tech topic will be presented by John Palmer. John has produced three full size rep-
licas of the 1906 Wright upright 4 cylinder flyer engine along with 60+ cylinders to repair
other existing engines. He plans to bring one of the engines for static show-and-tell.

Al Vassallo's 2 cycle opposed
aircraft engine

Ken Hurst’s V-8 Intake Manifold

Photos by Bill Nickels
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